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Vision Sunday:  Built on the Rock 

Matthew 7:24-27 

September 13, 2015 

 

Introduction – God’s Enterprise (Philippians 1:3-6) 

Today, of course, is Vision Sunday.  I look forward to this day each year.  It coincides with the 

beginning of a new school year and it is the week in which we re-launch and re-fresh our 

ministries.  It is also the Sunday in which I take the sermon time to reflect on what God has done 

in us and consider the work that he may yet do in us in the coming year.   

 

I have always loved the Apostle Paul’s epistle to the church in Philippi.  It is such a positive 

letter, especially his opening thoughts found in verses 3-6 in the first chapter: 

 

I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, always in every prayer of mine for you all 

making my prayer with joy, because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day 

until now. And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to 

completion at the day of Jesus Christ. 

Philippians 1:3-6 

 

I love his affection for the people and his acknowledgement that the church is God’s enterprise, 

not his, and that God, himself, will guarantee the fulfillment of his work in them.  The same is 

true of us – the First Baptist Church of Aberdeen, South Dakota.  We are God’s enterprise. There 

is work for us to do.  There is a mission and a vision to fulfill.  But before we consider where 

God is prodding us, let’s consider what he has done. 

 

What Has God Wrought? 

In one of the most important communication developments of the nineteenth century, in 1844, 

Samuel Morse telegraphed the immortal message, “What has God wrought?” from Washington 

DC to Baltimore.  I love that question!  What is it that God has done?  In our church, in the last 

four years:  quite a bit! 
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Of course, part of our story is the painful split with our brothers and sisters who formed 

Sovereign Grace Church in 2011.  While the tender memory of those days remains, it did cause 

us to rally together and humble ourselves before the Lord and trust him for our future.  During 

that season, God sent two men in just the right time with just the right gifts to help the church.  

Knute Reierson mobilized volunteers in virtually every area of the church and oversaw the 

Christian Education ministry.  Pastor David Phillips was a uniquely qualified and experienced 

interim pastor who helped us heal and deal with our unique challenges.  It was this season, too, 

that God sent the Karen congregation to us so that we could reach out rather than just focus on 

our interior challenges.  They continue to be more and more of a blessing to us as their 

congregation grows under the leadership of Pastor Nu Pay.   

 

You called me as your pastor in August of 2012 and I brought Josh Dirnberger with me as a 

ministry intern serving in the area of music and worship.  Josh moved us confidently into a 

blended approach in our music style leaning intentionally into a more contemporary expression.  

We also added meaningful elements to our corporate worship experience in that first year, 

including All Saints Sunday, monthly Communion on Sunday mornings, Long Table 

Communion, and an intentional and counter-cultural observance of Advent.  Other meaningful 

ministries were birthed and began to blossom during that time.  The prayer shawl ministry has 

since made and distributed well over two hundred prayer shawls which have blessed each person 

in need who has received one.  Rich Bosma’s men’s Bible study that meets in his home on 

Thursday nights continues to be vibrant in both its evangelistic and discipling ministry.  

Women’s ministry, under the leadership of Colleen Jark offers compelling studies on Monday 

nights through most of the school year.  

 

Pastor Phillips advised me that my first priority should be to relocate Aberdeen Christian School.  

The first ten years of my career were as a teacher in Christian schools.   I was quite sympathetic 

to the school’s ministry.  Still, in 2012, it was obvious that the school was dominating the use of 

our facility and their continued location here was a hindrance to the growth of both ours and the 

school’s ministry.  Through a wonderful series of developments where it was obvious that God 

was moving, the school secured their current facility in 2013 and relocated in January of 2014.   
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The relocation of Aberdeen Christian School was the catalyst for plans that we made with 

Station 19 for the refreshment of this building.  I’ll always remember Nichole Thompson’s 

assessment of our situation, suggesting that we were a facility in search of a congregation.  The 

architectural plans that Station 19 developed for us are inspirational and exciting.  But her 

assessment of our congregation was perhaps more wise than she knew.  We weren’t ready to do a 

significant capital funds drive to refresh and renovate the facility.  We hadn’t yet formed a new 

identity as a people.  Our interaction with Station 19 and Jerry Twombley, the capital funds 

consultant made it clear that we needed to define our mission and vision for the future.  We have 

since done that and are beginning to move in an intentional direction.   

 

Last year, on Vision Sunday, I suggested that the way forward for us was out.  We have begun to 

do that.  “Love Lincoln,” a partnership with Lincoln Elementary School last year was a 

meaningful program of mentoring children who needed some extra attention.  We had seven 

mentors last year.  It was exciting and fulfilling to see real change in the students with whom we 

had weekly contact.  Through a generous gift from one of our members, we were also able to 

assist several families at Christmas time with essential needs.  This year, our benevolence 

offering in December will go to benefit the children and families of Lincoln School.  

 

The youth group took their second mission trip to Minneapolis this year and next year they will 

go even further to New Orleans.  Each of these trips, looking out beyond our own interests has 

been transformational for the students and their adult leaders.  We have done some clean-up 

projects in the community and you generously funded my trip to teach at a pastor’s conference in 

Kenya last year.  As we continue to focus outward, I believe that God will transform our lives as 

individuals and as a congregation.  I still believe that the way forward for us is outward rather 

than inward.   

 

As most of you know, Knute, having served faithfully for four years as our Christian Education 

Director, returned to the public sector as Superintendent of Frederick Schools.  We have retooled 

and realigned our staff with the calling of Andrew Grandpre as our music and worship director, 

Tracy Harms as our children’s ministry director, and Gayle Anderson as our director of early 

childhood ministry.  Along with that able and fruitful work of Pastor Dave Klass in youth 
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ministry, the fruits of their labors are already being felt.  Along with leading our corporate 

worship on Sunday morning, Andrew is working with Pastor Dave to develop a student worship 

team for Wednesday night ministry.  Children’s Sunday School and Children’s Church is 

experiencing new freshness with more intentionality.  I’m especially excited about changes in the 

Wednesday night programming for the children.  Tracy tells me that they are planning a bus 

ministry to bring in neighborhood kids to Power Source.  I am excited about the room 

renovations that are now underway for children’s ministry.  I know that they will bring new 

excitement and effectiveness to the ministry.  Adult education, too, is experiencing some changes 

with new teachers, offerings, and discipline.  Each of the teachers has developed a weekly plan 

through December that will enable the class to intentionally move forward through their material 

with the purpose of Christian growth and transformation.  You can see the other offerings for 

Adult education on the insert in your bulletin.   

 

What God Might Do 

Our mission is to help people find and follow Jesus.  We’ve had that defining mission statement 

for over a year now and it sits well with us.  It includes the essential elements of both evangelism 

and discipleship that Jesus has commanded his followers to do.  This past year, as we began to 

envision how we might fulfill our mission, we developed a vision statement – marching orders, if 

you will.  It is this vision statement that must define everything that we do.   

 

Ordinary people, transformed as Jesus-followers through the power of the Holy Spirit, changing 

our families, our community, and the world for the glory of God.   

 

Let this vision define us.  Every Sunday School teacher must have this in mind as they prepare 

and present their lessons.  Every deacon must know and live this vision as they discern questions 

and issues that are before the church.  Every usher, every greeter, must understand this vision as 

they show hospitality to everyone who comes through our doors.  Our finance team must grasp 

all of the implications of this as they consider the stewardship of our financial resources.  Each of 

us should take this vision into the world in which we live.  
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What does our vision statement mean?  There are two essential impulses to our vision statement: 

1) we are being changed and, 2) we bring the change that we are experiencing to the world in 

which we live.  This is the gospel.  This is the resurrection Good News that exploded and 

changed the world in the first centuries after Christ ascended into heaven.  If you are following 

Jesus, your life will be changed.  All the gospels and all the New Testament books teach the life-

transforming power of the Christian message.  You see, it’s not enough to just ask Jesus into 

your heart so that when you die you’ll go to heaven.  Of course, if you have placed your faith in 

Christ, you will spend eternity with him.  The gospel is about changing lives that we once lost in 

the darkness of sin but now are being changed to become more and more like Jesus.  If you are 

truly following Jesus, you’ll become more and more like him every day.  And it is that change – 

the only real hope and change that the world can know – that we bring to our families, the 

community of Aberdeen, and to the world.  It is toward that end, that we will orient everything 

that we do at the First Baptist Church of Aberdeen.  We are not a business where we have 

“money in and money out” in order to satisfy religious consumers.  We are engaged in God’s 

enterprise that is changing us and we are to bring that deep change to the world in which we live.   

 

Proof in the Pudding 

Friends, it’s this simple.  If my life isn’t changing, then I’m not truly following Jesus.  If you are 

following Christ, your life cannot stay the same.  “Well, what do you mean?  Aren’t you being a 

little judgmental, Pastor Bob?”  I cannot judge your relationship with God.  I cannot and I will 

not.  I will not make a determination on your standing with him or your eternal destiny.  That is 

God’s call and his alone.  I am only reaffirming the testimony of the New Testament.  Every 

person who follows Jesus will find their life being changed.   

 

I see it all the time in you.  People with a serious, debilitating, or perhaps, life-threatening illness 

facing their challenges with faith and hope that God is with them.  There’s no panic.  There’s no 

bitterness.  There’s peace and hope.  Only God can give that.  I see young people begin more and 

more sold out to Christ and taking their faith to school, inviting other students to experience the 

transforming life that they are finding in Jesus.  I see middle-aged people struggling with the 

challenges of life who are humbling themselves to learn more of the Scriptures and allow God’s 

word to speak to the depths of their being. They are incorporating spiritual disciplines into their 
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busy lives so that they might stay connected to God as they navigate their difficulties.  It’s not all 

cut and dried.   Sometimes it seems like spiritual failure dogs our life even more than success.  

Sometimes it’s three steps forward and two steps back.  But the person who is following Jesus 

will, in the long run, find victory over sin and purpose and hope through their trials.  This is the 

hope that the world needs and which we can bring them.    

 

Built on the Rock 

For the last several months we have been exploring the Sermon on the Mount in Matthew 5-7.  It 

is the way of Jesus because it is the very words of Jesus.  If you’ve allowed the Word of God to 

go to your heart, you know that it is challenging.  You can’t stay the same.  At the end of the 

Sermon on the Mount, Jesus gives a very sober warning.  It’s not enough just to hear his words.  

If we are truly followers of Jesus, we must order our live according to his teaching. 

 

“Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will be like a wise man 

who built his house on the rock. And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds 

blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall, because it had been founded on the rock. 

And everyone who hears these words of mine and does not do them will be like a foolish 

man who built his house on the sand. And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the 

winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell, and great was the fall of it.” 

Matthew 7:24-27 

 

This is how real faith is manifested – through a life that is becoming more and more like Jesus, 

doing the things that he calls us to do.  You see, a good tree produces good fruit.  People who are 

following Jesus are being changed.  And that change is so real and so exciting, we can’t help but 

bring it to the people in the world in which we live – our families, our work, our community, and 

eventually, to the whole world.  I love how the Apostle Paul put it to the church in Ephesus: 

 

“…we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good 

things he planned for us long ago.”  Ephesians 2:10 (NLT) 
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This is the great faith adventure.  We – the people of First Baptist Church, Aberdeen - are God’s 

enterprise.  He invites us to joyfully and expectantly enter into his vision for us.  We are… 

 

Ordinary people, transformed as Jesus-followers through the power of the Holy Spirit, changing 

our families, our community, and the world for the glory of God.   

 


